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About us
The European Files includes editorial contributions both from public institutions and the private sector. 
We publish four issues a year, and cover a variety of subjects at a European level. Most issues are realized 
in collaboration with the European Commission and European Parliament. Each issue deals with current 
European policies, and is a real working tool for European stakeholders. 

December 2018 - n°55

A New Ambition 
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Total visitors 23745
 
Total page views: 
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Europe: 
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Sessions by country
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20 April - 20 May 2019.
Total visitors 23745. 

Between 20 April - 20 May 2019.
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TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS 
SIZE:
•   Double page: 420 x 210 mm
•   Full page: 297x210 mm
•   1/2 page: horizontal 148,5 x 210 mm

All sizes are provided in mm.
Height x width

TECHNICAL INFORMATION
•   High quality resolution of minimum 300 dpi
•    PDF files produced with Acrobat Distiller, saved as 

NewspaperAds_1v4 or Press Optimized
•    Illustrator EPS for all line art and logos. EPS files 

must include all fonts and images (fonts to be 
vectorized)

•    High resolution JPEG or TIFF image files 
(resolution 300 dpi) always in CMYK (no RGB files)

•    Use 3 mm for bleed pdf (pdf with crop marks)
•    When using light text on dark background, 

ensure the text is large enough to be legible in 
a newspaper (minimum 9 points). Text under 
10 points needs to be black only (no CMYK 
separations).

The European sustainable 
industry strategy 
aims for low carbon 
technological sovereignty

ensure that this base is globally integrated, 
sustainable and competitive. 

We have little time to prepare this tran-
sition and set it on the right track - but we will 
make it together by starting now because this 
challenge is also an incredible opportunity. 
We will seize it to ensure that our industries 
become world leaders in green technologies 
and reap the benefits of being the first-
movers and early adopters.  

Digitalisation is a key enabler of circular 
economy and the shift towards climate neu-
trality. The good news today is that we are 
ahead of global competitors when it comes to 
patents, clean technology and the regulatory 
framework. 

But while Europe leads in increased 
resource and material efficiency, at the same 
time China and India produce carbon-intensive 
products for consumption by Americans 
and Europeans. Global as well as internal 
market aspects impose upon us to get better 
at scale-up and investment in low carbon 
technology. 

Our European efforts must surpass so 
called “carbon leakage” which could lead 
to relocation of companies to places with 
lesser climate protection. The pathways we 
choose to decarbonise our production and 
consumption patterns will be compatible 
with WTO commitments with international 
partners. 

As an example of the actions that the 
Commission is taking, a highly sensitive and 
strategic point is that European value chains 
are vastly dependent on foreign suppliers 
of critical raw materials, and manufacturing 
industries are facing strong competition from 
fast-growing economies on the global raw 
materials markets. 

That means that we have to ensure 
strategic autonomy - access to sustainable 
raw materials - such as rare earths or cobalt 
that are crucial for the future of the EU 
industrial value chains, particularly e-mobility, 
batteries, renewable energies, aerospace, 
defence and other digital applications. 
Improving the diversification of raw materials’ 
sourcing and good circular economy practices 
that result in higher recycling rates could both 
help to reduce our dependencies. 

This challenge is recognised in the EU 
Industrial Strategy, which in addition to 
horizontal measures to create favourable 
framework conditions, provides more 
targeted strategic actions along value chains.

In order to remain globally competitive in 
key technologies and strategic value chains, 
the EU will encourage more risk-taking and 
step up investment in research and innovation. 

By announcing a new alliance on clean 
hydrogen together with our new industrial 
strategy, we have set the pace, allowing 
Member States and companies of all sizes to 
partner. 

We have a strong existing industrial base, 
talents, and most crucially, sufficient political 
will to make it happen. 

Europe has a potentially unique leadership 
role to play globally as a climate neutral 
market: low carbon technology that results in 
circular products and services is the way to 
get there. 

A s the most important industrial 
continent in the world, Europe has 
great responsibilities in leading the 

way. We have set a clear ambition: to become 
the first climate neutral economy by 2050. 
President von der Leyen has made this the 
central pillar of this Commission’s political 
priorities, since an ambitious industrial policy 
is a prerequisite for the successful transition 
towards a climate-neutral economy. 

Our vision is of a competitive and sus-
tainable EU industry that contributes to the 
strategic autonomy of the EU. One that is 
firmly rooted in the European social model, 
and makes the most of its strengths while 
seizing new opportunities and tackling the 
“twin transitions” that are the Green Deal and 
digitalisation.  Industry will play a central role 
in leading this dual transformation. As the 
Commissioner for Industry, one of my main 
tasks in this mandate is to support the green 
transformation of our industry, ensure it 
continues to prosper and deliver benefits for 
Europe and its citizens. 

To translate this ambition into concrete 
actions, my teams and I have been fully 
mobilized during the 100 days of the von 
der Leyen Commission to present a new 
European Industrial Strategy taking into 
account this twin transition, together with 
geostrategic challenges underlined by the 
outbreak of Coronavirus. This strategy puts 
the importance of sustainable transformation 
right at the very centre, also because it can 
maintain Europe’s strategic autonomy in the 
context of global action.

Of course, this is an incredible challenge. 
Transforming our industrial base on this 
scale requires a generation – 25 years – and 
consistent efforts by all industrial actors and 
different government levels. Together we will 

THIERRY BRETON

Commissioner for Internal Market, 
European Commission
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the-european-files

Publication Director and  
Editor-in-Chief: Laurent ULMANN


